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From the Pastor

My first call as a pastor in the LCA was to Tripolis and Ebenezer Lutheran Parish in Kandiyohi, MN. ]
Church was in the country and was the mother church for many of the local congregations. Formed i
territorywasfepened to white settlers after the Siou
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flat piece of Minnesota grassland, surrounded by homesteads, it was the second priority for the Swedjsh se

they built their barns, then the church, houses came later.) Built of logs at least a foot in diameteqfit
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fierce winter blizzards and summer tornadoes. It was a symbol of the resolve of the people and a regfesent

faith.

When | arrived in 1982, the congregation was 114 years old and still as strong as it was a century befpre. |t

drought, depression, and changes in synod affiliation. (They started out as members of the Swedish
Church and were at that time members of the LCA.) Asiom®ld put i t: oO0OWe don
Synod; they come and go, we are always here. g

gave generously to benevolence; they just took the long view.)

Anyway, after | been duly installed and on the job for about two months, | was standing outside the cl
that same eluiner and | commented on the line of fir trees that stood along County Rd. 8 in front of the
were several dozen trees in a straight |ine,t
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bowl years, my father and the other men of the congregation planted those trees and brought water f@r then

lake about three miles away. They usedrh@sen wagons and mil k cans a

I |l ooked at that row of trees and th
we' re staying. o6 And they're still t
anniversary.
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| perceive that same spirit here at Faith Lutheran. It was especially evitlehtomMaybtbs of the congre
tion met to discuss the future. The meeting was marked with joy, laughter, good ideas, and great co
that emerged came from owdef@tition as a congregation that doesn't try to do everything, but tries to
well. We see ourselves as a small congregation that is able to nurture each other and welcome ne
community of faith. We agreed to work specifically:

-to extend our nurture to every member and to all those who might visit or join (by enhancing the Sh
renewing the Stephen's Ministry Program, and improving our communication within the congregation

-to raise our community visibility (by working toward more interfaith cooperation, participation in com
and integrating the Preschool students in our worship).
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-renew and enhance our parish education program (also called Faith Formation) (by researching nemideas

especially for children and young adults, experimenting with new places and times for education, an
ing new people as students and teachers).

We left that meeting on M&with great hope in our future and a profound re ‘:‘*3;\ .
to work with what God has given us to fulfill our purpose here. 4

Larry Richardson
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Tuna, Tuna Helper, Peanut Butter, Jelly & Canned soup
Paper & plastic bags. Betty Crocker Complete Meals

Clay Community Food Pantry

For more information, call 682727

Quilting dates: June 1st, 8th, 15th,
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22nd, 29th at10:00 a.m.
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DINE- AROUND

Macy & Bonnie Green
on June 26th at 6:00 p
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See Bulletin board for
details.
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Coffee Hostessesre needed for the
8:00 and 10:30 services year
round. If you can help out in
this area, please sign up on the
main bulletin board. -

Ways to Host the Dine Around:

Host it in your home
Host it in another
(You provide the main dish & paper products)
Host it at the church
Host it at your favorite restaurant
There is a sigiup sheet on the bulletin board.
Pick your month and place!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 19 23

Mark your calendars and come join the fun.
Watch the scroll for future announcements.
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Prayer Shawl: If you have anyone who may be in need of a prayer shawl,
we have several available in the choir room. Please see Wanda Quinn if
you have any questions.

Our Wednesday night Dinner & discussion group We have dinner stafting
at 6:30 pm with the discussion following. We will continue our
di scussion on the book A The Jdgsu:
are welcome.

Youth is now meeting at 9:15 am on Sunday mornings. We will be doing
some great activities, so come out for a great fellowship opportiatyh is
for 6th through 12th grader®lease contact Mark Craig if you have any
guestions!

TheWo me n 6 s B iwvdllimeet tBet1st dng 3rd Mondays in Juneﬁt
7: 30 PM at Paula McMill ands home.
Spann at jespann@bellsouth.net or at-29%1502.

The Seekers Bible Studymeets each Wednesday morning at 10:00
a.m. For more information, see Pastor Larry.

The Altar Flower sigrup list is now posted on the bulletin ~
board. The cost is $20 for each vakéwers may be given in VV/
honor of, in memory o person or to the glory of Goour
help is appreciated.




